
By Jeanne Johnson

Who knows where a WSU master’s degree 
will take you? Debra Harms does. Recently, I 

was excited to receive an e-mail from Debra (’94 
M.A.) updating us on her accomplishments in the 

past few years. When Debra started the master’s pro-
gram in 1990, she was working as an SLP in the Walla 

Walla School District on emergency certification. She had 
a bachelor’s degree from Loma Linda University in River-
side, California, and had earned her California credential 
in Clinical Rehab—Language, Speech, and Hearing at 
California State, Northridge. She wanted to come to WSU 
to complete her graduate degree. I remember her enthu-
siasm and commitment to completing the program as a 
nontraditional graduate student, taking coursework in the 
summers and single semesters between 1990 and 1994.

The clock hours and experience she had gained in the 
field before coming to WSU were abundantly evident in 
the quality of her graduate work in our department. Her 
contributions to class discussions were highly valued by 
classmates and professors because she talked about real 
experiences—successes and frustrations. I had the plea-
sure of working with her on an independent study class 
as well as on her master’s research project. 

While Debra was working and going to graduate 
school, she and her husband, Steve, were raising two 
children, Matt and Nicole. Debra reports that Matt 
graduated from high school this spring and Nicole is 
starting her junior year in college, heading toward a 
career in orthodontia. 

After receiving her master’s degree from WSU in 1994, 
Debra moved from a school setting to a hospital setting 
in Walla Walla. After four years, the family moved to 
Sacramento, California, where Debra began working as 
the speech therapy coordinator for Mercy Outpatient 
Rehabilitation Center. She also performed modified 
barium swallow studies and provided acute and outpa-
tient services for the patients at the local hospitals that 
were associated with the outpatient clinic. In addition, 
she supervised interns from California State University, 
Sacramento and University of the Pacific.

In 2000, Debra was asked to be a clinic supervisor at 
California State University, Sacramento. She has super-
vised a variety of clinics over the past six years, includ-
ing child articulation, adult ESL, child language, central 
auditory processing, voice and fluency, and “multiples” 
(complex clients). She also has taught the child language 
methods class. In fall 2005, she was asked to cover for a 
professor who took an unexpected leave of absence for 
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An Alumnus of Distinction Reflects on the “Aha” Moments

four weeks. She covered 
one undergraduate and two 
graduate classes. She was 
awarded the Outstanding 
Teaching Award for the 
2005–2006 school year 
in the School of Allied 
Health…the first part-time 
faculty member to receive 
the award! In fall 2006, she 
continued to teach a child 
language class in addition 
to supervising clinic. 

Debra is currently a 
member of the clinical 
team at Alta California 
Regional Center in Sacramento, California. Through this work, 
she was awarded the Distinguished Medical Service Award 
from the Sacramento Association for the Retarded. She was 
featured in the winter 2002 California State Speech Language 
Hearing Association (CSHA) magazine article “Caring for Com-
munication” and coauthored an article on sensory integration 
in the summer 2003 issue of CSHA Magazine. 

In 2006, Debra was awarded the Distinguished Alumni 
award from the Speech Pathology and Audiology Department 
at Loma Linda University. She was also the keynote speaker 
for the Allied Health Alumni weekend in April 2006. Debra 
has done numerous presentations over the past few years 
locally and for the Advance for Speech-Language Pathologists and 
Audiologists trade publications Job Fair in Oakland and was an 
invited speaker for the CSHA conference in March of this year. 
She is scheduled to do many presentations on “Collaborative 
OT and ST Using Sensory Integration” with Education 
Resources Inc. throughout the United States during 2006–2007.

When asked to provide some personal thoughts, Debra 
wrote, “There are times in one’s life, often very brief moments, 
when one is graced with a truth, an insight, and/or a deeper 
view of our world. Moments when one says ‘aha,’ ‘oh, yes,’ 
‘that’s right.’

Debra Harms



I remember my first visit to 
Washington State University in 
the summer of 1982, walking the 
breathtaking hills en route to a 
meeting with Dr. Charles Madison. 
We were to discuss my trans-
fer during my junior year from 
Northern Arizona University (NAU) 
to the Department of Speech and 
Hearing Sciences at Washington 
State University. Although Dr. Mad-
ison was very welcoming, I was a 
bit nervous as my NAU transcripts 
exposed one or two academic bloopers and I wondered how 
he would respond. A few moments scanning the documents, 
then he exclaimed: “You got an ‘F’ in log cabin construction! 
How is that possible?” Stunned silence followed (not a good 
prognostic indicator for a budding speech-language patholo-
gist). Then he started to chuckle, the good kind of chuckle 
that reassured me that my extra-curricular construction disas-
ter was not going to preclude my admittance to the program. 
Whew! 

I completed both my bachelor’s (1984) and master’s 
degrees (1986) on the Pullman campus taking courses from 
Drs. Madison, Chermak, Potter, Wingate, Franks, Kennedy, 
and Schneiderman, while riding the clinic “rapids” with the 
likes of Lynn Larrigan. Lynn was always able to calm my 
jangled nerves associated with clinic, pointing out the posi-
tive aspects of my work and encouraging me to look at the 
big picture (i.e., there’s more to life than writing the perfect 
clinical objective). So by the end of my master’s program, 
when I decided to not pursue a medical externship/clinical 
fellowship year (CFY) right away and instead take a year to 
teach English in China, Lynn, not surprisingly, responded 
with unabashed enthusiasm. She said “You go!” And so I did!

After my year in China, I returned to Seattle and began my 
CFY at the United Cerebral Palsy Residential Center, followed 
by a geriatric fellowship at the Seattle Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital. My interest in adult neurogenic communica-
tion disorders and dysphagia continued to grow and was 
fostered during clinic-hospital positions held in Eugene, 
Oregon, where I was (and still am) privileged to be a part of 
a group of loosely-knit speech-language pathologists, equal 
parts esteemed colleagues and life-long friends. (Among these 
is WSU alum Joan Rawlings-Boyd.)

In 1996, I was hired by the University of Oregon Commu-
nication Disorders program to supervise graduate students’ 
clinical training. It was at this point that I was bitten by the 
teaching/research bug, thanks to my dear friend, mentor, and 
colleague, Dr. McKay Moore Sohlberg. With her encourage-
ment, I took the plunge and became a student again, gradu-
ating with my doctorate in communication disorders and 
sciences at the University of Oregon in 2003. Since gradu-
ation, I have worked for the Teaching Research Institute, a 
division of Western Oregon University based in Eugene that 
specializes in applied research for individuals with acquired 
cognitive impairments due to traumatic brain injury. My 
research interests include developing and evaluating assistive 
technology that facilitates social inclusion for individuals 
with severe cognitive disabilities (e.g., adapted e-mail, www.
think-and-link.org), as well as designing evidence-based 
instruction for this population.

At the outset of my career, I never would have imagined 
returning to school for my doctorate. But looking back on 
these past 20 years, it all makes sense. By furthering my 
education, I was given the opportunity to integrate the clini-
cal experiences of my earlier years in the profession with the 
burgeoning research being conducted in the area of adult 
neurogenic cognitive-communication disorders. The learning 
never stops and I love what I do!

So, here’s to Dr. Madison for seeing past that “F”; I may get 
a log cabin built yet!

True Stories from Alumni
By laurie ehlhardt, ph.D., ccc-slp In The Spotlight

Speech and Hearing Sciences students and 
alumni earned numerous awards and were recog-
nized for outstanding scholarship, leadership, and 
service in 2006–2007. Linsey Baker was named 
the College of Liberal Arts Outstanding Senior 
in Speech and Hearing Sciences. Junior Kayla 
Kilpatrick was awarded the Maynard Lee Daggy 
Scholarship. Two seniors, Carmen Sorweide 
and Jessica Flikke, were honored with the Lynn 
Larrigan Clinical Excellence Award. Junior Selena 
Galaviz is a Regents Scholar, and sophomore Ain-
sley Nix is a Distinguished Regents Scholar. Seniors 
Linsey Baker, Carrie Barnes, Kimberly Dale, 
Jessica Flikke, Krysta Jones, Alicia Kors, Kris-
tine Mewes, and Carmen Sorweide graduated 
with academic honors (summa cum laude, magna 
cum laude, or cum laude) in 2007.

Graduate students also were recognized. Tif-
fany Broaddus and Emily Fuller received the 
Outstanding Speech and Hearing Sciences Graduate 
Student Commencement Award. Two of the five 
Plateau Scholars in the College of Liberal Arts are 
SHS graduate students—Desirae BearEagle and 
Tonya Asmussen. BearEagle and Alison Howe 
were awarded WSU Creighton Scholarships for 
Native American Students in Allied Health Profes-
sions. BearEagle and Noelle Phillips were awarded 
College of Liberal Arts Native American Scholar-
ships. Kathleen Gray was awarded a Blankin-
ship Fellowship in Childhood Language Disorders 
from the Scottish Rite Foundation of Washington. 
Abigail Sudbery was awarded a travel grant from 
the WSU Graduate School. Marta Plazola was 
awarded the WSU Spokane Chancellor’s Leadership 
Award. Plazola also was selected to participate in the 
2006 American Speech-Language-Hearing Associa-
tion (ASHA) Minority Student Leadership Program. 

We are proud of our alumni’s accomplishments 
as well. Stephanie Travis (’99 M.A.) and Cindy 
Weber (’01 M.A.) are current co-chairs of the 
Native American Caucus of ASHA. Trudy Marcel-
lay (’88 B.A.) is the chair of the Centralia Com-
munity College Board of Trustees. Marty Laronal 
(’01 M.A.) was named to the board of the United 
Indians of All Tribes Foundation. Joanne Harri-
son (’04 B.A.) was appointed research assistant and 
Web site coordinator for the Indian Education Out-
reach Project, Center on Disabilities and Human 
Development, University of Idaho.
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Passages
Welcome to Amy Meredith, who joined our department in Pull-
man as an assistant professor. Meredith received her doctorate from 
the University of Washington and taught at the University of Min-
nesota-Duluth for five years. Meredith’s current research focuses on 
the efficacy of electropalatography and dynamic tactile and tempo-
ral cuing in treatment of childhood apraxia of speech.

Congratulations to Connie Rodeen, our department’s administra-
tive manager, who was recognized by President Lane Rawlins for 30 
years of service to Washington State University. Rodeen has been 
with the department for 12 years.

Professor Emeritus Marcel “Mike” Wingate passed away 
November 29, 2006. As noted in his obituary, reprinted below 
from the February 13, 2007, issue of the ASHA Leader, Mike was 
an authority in the field of stuttering and remained active in his 
research. In fact, the photograph here 
was taken at the 2006 WSU Showcase 
event celebrating faculty and student 
research and scholarship, where Mike 
was presenting his research on word 
frequency and consonant distributions 
in English. We will miss you, Mike. 

Mike died unexpectedly in his 
ranch home outside Pullman, Wash-
ington, as he was preparing to return 
to his office at Washington State University to continue work on his 
current manuscript. Although retired from a full time appointment 
for many years, he continued to publish. In the past five years, he 
produced two books, had another in review for publication, and had 
several articles published or in review. In a 40 year career, he was 
the single author of 60 journal articles, four books, four chapters in 
edited books, and two letters to editors, and he made numerous pre-
sentations at professional conferences. His scholarly activity estab-
lished him as an international figure in the area of fluency disorders. 
His definition of stuttering presented in the ’80s is considered the 
standard for describing the condition.

He was an astute, intelligent, industrious, and inquiring person 
and a meticulous researcher who would pursue and clarify the most 
minute elements of an issue before formulating what he considered 
a defensible conclusion. Charles Van Riper identified him as “The 
most linear thinker on the issues concerning stutter speech.” His 
analyses, of course, were not always embraced by colleagues, who 
would confront him with “scholarly skepticism.” His retort would 
often be that after surviving as a WWII combat soldier in the 44th 
Division, he was well equipped to confront adversity. Clearly, his 
sense of humor and rapier wit were among his other positive attri-
butes, of which there were many. Those of us who knew him closely 
recall many hours of pleasant exchanges generated by his clever 
humor and infectious laughter.

Mike attended Penn State and was a graduate of Grinnell and the 
University of Washington, where he received his master’s and doc-
toral degrees in clinical psychology. His teaching and research career 
included the University of Washington, SUNY (Buffalo), University 
of Arizona, and Washington State University. 

He is survived by his wife, Cicely, a son, Marcel, in Hoquim, 
Washington, a daughter, Cicely, in Bend, Oregon, and three daugh-
ters from a previous marriage: Nancy, in Paris, France, and Amy and 
Jennifer in Anchorage, Alaska. He also had eight grandchildren. 

MARCEL “MIKE” WINGATE, ASHA FELLOW
February 28, 1923–November 29, 2006

News of our friends

We hear that…

in february 2006, Karin (Olson) Renaud (’86 
m.a.) released her first book, Quilts from the Heart, 
published by martingales, an international pub-
lisher of quilt and craft books. the book encour-
ages people to make and donate quilts to charity.

Marcy McLam (’91 m.a.) is preparing to return 
to work after raising her sons trevor, 13, and 
Blake, 12, for the last six years.

Sami (O’Neill) Styer (’91 m.a.) left her post 
as chief of audiology for the puget sound Va 
and accepted the position of business manager 
for primary and specialty medicine at the puget 
sound Va. sami has operating responsibility for 
medical specialties such as cardiology, neurology, 
oncology, and primary care in seattle, Bremer-
ton, and tacoma.

Debra Harms (’94 m.a.) was the recipient of 
the outstanding teaching award in the college 
of health and human services at california state 
university, sacramento. (see “focus on alumni” 
in this issue of Wavelength.)

Kelly Sebold (’94 m.a.) is coming back to the 
palouse in summer 2007 to gritman medical 
center, bringing her expertise in pediatric swal-
lowing disorders.

Tim Saltuklaroglu, Ph.D. (’95 B.a.) coauthored 
the new book Stuttering (published by plural pub-
lishing inc.), which presents a new look at under-
standing and managing stuttering. the book 
begins with a thorough history of the research 
and treatment of the condition before going on to 
introduce an alternative model of treatment.

Eric James (’98 m.a.) has been appointed 
acting audiology and speech manager at the 
puget sound Va.

after completing her graduate degree at arizona 
state university, Trinity Pintler (’02 B.a.) 
returned to the portland/Vancouver metro area 
where she has a private practice working in home 
health, skilled nursing, and rehabilitation facilities. 
trinity was married in august 2006.

Paula Zammit (’03 B.a.) is working in a pediat-
ric private practice doing speech, language, and 
feeding therapy in the Boston area.

Molly McPartland (’04 B.a.) began graduate 
school in January at the university of louisiana  
at monroe.

Elsa (Werner) Bepple (’06 m.a.) has been 
working since the end of may at Kadlec medical 
center in richland, Washington.

Megan Gumke (’06 B.a.) is completing her 
first year in the master’s program at arizona 
state university.
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The teaching, research, and service contributions of the 
Speech and Hearing Sciences faculty benefit society and our 
professions. Faculty members published two edited books, nine 
book chapters, four refereed articles, and three invited articles. 
They presented 12 refereed papers and 21 invited papers and 
workshops at state, national, and international professional and 
scientific conferences and institutes. In addition, they secured 
several grants and earned national recognition. 
• Ella Inglebret published a refereed case study on multime-

dia curriculum development published in the book Informa-
tion Technology and Indigenous People. Inglebret and colleagues 
(Susan Forbes, Michele Fredrickson, Jeanne Johnson, 
and Carla Jones) were awarded one of thirteen Teaching and 
Learning Grants from the Office of Undergraduate Education to 
promote students’ critical thinking. Inglebret was also awarded 
a grant from the WSU Office of Equity and Diversity, the Office 
of the Vice Provost for Research, and the College of Liberal 
Arts to support her two-year Native American Student Success 
Research Project that seeks to identify factors associated with 
successful recruitment, retention, and graduation of Native 
American students and to build an interdisciplinary educa-
tional model that holistically addresses the unique cultural and 
linguistic needs of Native American students. Inglebret, Jones, 
Frederickson, and undergraduate Linsey Baker presented 
a poster on the integration of evidence-based practice into 
undergraduate student learning at the annual convention of the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. Inglebret and 
graduate student A. Noelle Phillips presented reflections on 
the department’s 20 years of experience preparing Native Ameri-
cans for professional practice. Inglebret and graduate students 
Phillips and Desirae BearEagle presented at the 2006 Ameri-
can Indian Graduate Center Conference held in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 

• Jeanne Johnson, Inglebret, and Jones published a survey of 
factors related to long-term success and inappropriate abandon-
ment of augmentative and alternative communication systems 
in Augmentative and Alternative Communication. 

• Charles Madison was elected a fellow of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA). Madison also 
served as a faculty associate for a Fulbright visiting scholar from 
Malaysia.

• Amy Meredith was awarded a College of Liberal Arts Meyer 
Project Award to support her study evaluating the efficacy of 
implementing electropalatography and dynamic tactile and 
temporal cuing in treatment of childhood apraxia of speech. 

• Marshall Mitchell was a panelist at the annual conference of 
the Society of Disability Studies.

• Nancy Potter coauthored a study on power and precision 
grip force control in three-to-five-year-old children published 
in Experimental Brain Research. Potter also received an NIH 
Pediatric Research Loan Repayment Grant. Potter and Johnson 
presented their work on the speech and language characteristics 
of children with galactosemia at the Symposium for Research in 
Child Language Disorders. Potter also delivered two presenta-
tions at the ASHA annual convention. She coauthored a poster 
on speech, prosody, and voice characteristics of children with 
galactosemia and she presented on tongue strength of preschool 
children with members of her lab, graduate students Abigail 
Sudbery, Guadalupe Orozco, Elizabeth Wilson, and Tif-
fany Broaddus.

• Leslie Power was invited to participate in the fall forum on 
Solving Shortages in Speech-Language Pathology sponsored by 
the ASHA’s Focused Initiative on Personnel Issues in Health Care 
and Education in Washington, D.C. 

• Mike Wingate published a review of a book examining profes-
sional and scientific ethics. 

• Gail Chermak coedited the two-volume Handbook of (Central) 
Auditory Processing Disorder. Chermak also delivered an invited 
presentation at the IV Pan American Congress of Audiology/XIII 
International Symposium on Audiological Medicine in Mexico 
City and a presentation on frequently asked questions in (cen-
tral) auditory processing disorder at the ASHA annual conven-
tion. She continued to serve as an assistant editor for the Journal 
of the American Academy of Audiology.

Faculty continued to serve as international, national, and 
regional practice consultants in the areas of maxillo-facial 
anomalies, augmentative communication, pediatric and adult 
swallowing disorders, (central) auditory processing disorder, 
assessment and intervention with multicultural populations, and 
disability studies.
• Sandy Bassett served as a consultant to the Moses Lake Birth-to-

Three Program and to the pediatric programs at Sacred Heart Med-
ical Center and Deaconess Medical Center in Spokane, where she 
carries on call privileges. Bassett also represented Spokane County 
at the Feeding Team Workshop, sponsored by the University of 
Washington’s Center for Human Development and Disability. 

• Jon Hasbrouck and Jeff Nye delivered several invited work-
shops on (central) auditory processing disorder across the region, 
including a session on the WSU Spokane Auditory Processing 
Disorders Clinic at the joint annual convention of the Oregon 
and Washington Speech and Hearing Associations. Hasbrouck 
and Nye delivered a one-day workshop at the Seattle Conven-
tion Center on a clinical, school, and home-based approach to 
working with children with auditory processing disorders. 

• Ella Inglebret presented an invited workshop on evidence-
based practice to speech-language pathologists, occupational 
therapists, and physical therapists in Spokane. Inglebret served 
as a consultant to speech-language pathologists across the 
region and the nation regarding cultural issues in service deliv-
ery and multicultural issues impacting special education service 
delivery to Native Americans. 

• Jeanne Johnson served on the Washington State Department 
of Social and Health Services’ Child and Family Outcomes Mea-
surement Task Force, Infant-Toddler Early Intervention Project. 

• Carla Jones continued to serve on the Southeastern Washing-
ton Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Diagnostic Team. 

• Bassett, Charles Madison, and Nye worked with the Eastern 
Washington Maxillo-Facial Defects Program. Madison also 
served as a consultant for the Idaho Maxillo-Facial Defects 
Program for Coeur d’Alene and Lewiston and he completed 
a surgical mission to Jordan with Operation Smile, a notable 
humanitarian contribution.

• Amy Meredith served on the professional advisory board of 
the Children with Apraxia Association of North America. 

• Marshall Mitchell delivered several presentations, including a 
workshop, at the first statewide conference for care givers, and a 
panel presentation at the annual conference of the Washington 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

• Nancy Potter consulted with the Mead School District to 
determine appropriate programming for students with the rare 
metabolic disorder galactosemia. 

• Leslie Power continued her appointment as coordinator of 
the Washington Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association (WSHA) State Advisory Group for 
Public School Issues. 

In the Forefront
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Notes from NSSLHA
By Jessica Flikke

the Washington state university national student 
speech-language-hearing association (nsslha) officers 
for the 2006–2007 school year were Jessica Flikke (presi-
dent), Krysta Jones (vice president), Carmen Sorweide 
(secretary), Melissa Rosscup (treasurer), Kim Dale (public 
relations), and Danielle Srsen (junior liaison). our goal was 
to increase the chapter’s involvement in the following areas: 
recruitment and visibility, community service, education, and 
social activities. in doing so, we hoped to strengthen bonds 
among the nsslha members. 

Publicity/Recruitment
nsslha is recognized by Wsu’s campus involvement 

as a registered student organization. nsslha members and 
speech and hearing sciences faculty and staff represented 
the department at future cougar Day. During this event, 
awareness of the professions of speech-language pathology 
and audiology was raised by displaying pertinent information 
and speaking to prospective students.

Community Service
this year nsslha organized its first (annual?) fall harvest 

festival. members dressed in colorful costumes and trans-
formed the speech and hearing clinic into a magical space 
of games and activities for children and families receiving 
services from our clinic, as well as children of our faculty, staff, 
and student body. all activities were designed to stimulate a 
variety of communication and motor skills. 

During Wsu Dad’s Weekend, nsslha accepted donations 
for hearing screenings provided to the community. hearing 
screenings and an open house were also held in conjunction 
with mom’s Weekend. 

We held a food drive in December. thanks to the generos-
ity of students, staff, and faculty, we collected 95 pounds of 
food for the local pullman food Bank. 

Education
faculty members Jeanne Johnson and Amy Meredith 

offered tips on selecting and applying to graduate programs 
during two special sessions for majors.

for the third consecutive year, nsslha was awarded a 
regional project grant from the national nsslha to under-
write the annual spring conference, organized in collabora-
tion with the eastern Washington university nsslha chapter. 
the spring conference, held on the Wsu spokane riverpoint 
campus, featured various speakers discussing several areas of 
professional practice. graduate students shared some of their 
experiences and insights about the Wsu-eWu cooperative 
(upcD) graduate program. 

Social
nsslha members gathered at Zeppo’s for an evening of 

bowling and at the moscow skating rink for some fun on 
ice. faculty, staff, and nsslha hosted a holiday potluck at 
the end of fall semester and a taco feast in spring semester. 
these events built camaraderie among students and bridges 
between faculty, staff, and students.

“I had been out working for eight years before starting 
the graduate program at WSU and I was the one in the back 
row continually raising my hand saying ‘But that’s not what 
it’s like in the real world.’ I was also the one in the back row 
having many ‘Aha’ moments realizing how much I still had 
to learn…a few exceptional teachers that provided me with 
those moments were Jeanne Johnson, Chuck Madison, and 
Tony Seikel.

“It was in Spokane that I was introduced to iced lattes and 
The Olive Garden…and reintroduced to caffeine to help me 
through all those all-nighters during the intensive summer 
courses. I also had my first co-ed dorm experience at the EWU 
campus and had a big Harley-Davidson biker dude as my next 
door neighbor! There were a few of us ‘older’ students (Joan, 
Erin, and Ed) taking summer classes and we stuck together 
for study groups…in our feeble attempt to compete with the 
young elastic brains of our classmates. I still keep in touch with 
Joan and Erin every Christmas! I was one of the first nontra-
ditional students going through the program, yet the faculty 

made sure that my educational requirements were equal to the 
others. Graduation day came and NO ONE from my graduat-
ing class knew me because the last two years were spent at 
branch campuses, working on my project and doing an inde-
pendent study class!

“I have the WSU faculty to thank for the quality education I 
received and tremendous opportunities I have been given over 
the past 10 years. The one advice I give to my grad students at 
Sac State and will pass on to the students at WSU is to remem-
ber that you have the opportunity of being in a teaching and 
learning environment—don’t get so focused on the ‘A’ and 
feeling that you have to do everything perfectly that you miss 
being open to learning and growing! I hope you have many 
‘Aha’ moments at WSU, in your clinical experiences as well as 
throughout your career! From someone who has been a SLP for 
24 years…I guarantee that you will NEVER stop having those 
‘aha moments.’ That’s what makes the field so exciting and 
challenging! Thanks again to the exceptional faculty at WSU 
and bless you all!”

From Focus on Alumni, page 1

Fall Harvest Festival
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Send Us Your Questions!

if you have other questions or topics 
you would like to discuss, send them 
to the Department of speech and 
hearing sciences at spehrsci@wsu.
edu, or mail them to the department 
at po Box 642420, pullman, 
Washington 99164-2420.

Q&A Doctor’s Corner

Dr. Meredith

There seems to be a rise in the 
number of children in our school 
district that have been internation-
ally adopted. What can you tell me 
about language development of 
children who are internationally 
adopted? For example, how long do 
I wait to see if they have a language 
delay after they enter this country?

That is a good question. When one 
begins to read about the health and 
development concerns of internationally 
adopted children (IAC) it can be quite 
overwhelming. For example, IAC often 
present with growth stunting, abnormal 
behaviors, and significant motor, speech, 
and language delays.1 Given these risk 
factors, it is suggested that a more liberal 
referral criterion be used for children 
who are internationally adopted.2 Even 
though the majority of IAC do catch up 
within a year of being with their adop-
tive family, the referral rate for inter-
vention is high when compared to the 
general population.2, 3, 4 In one study the 
referral rate was as high as 28%.2 Thus, 
parents and professionals should be 
made aware of some of the risk factors 
associated with children being raised in 
institutional settings. 

A general rule of thumb is to expect 
one month delay for every three 
months a child has been in an orphan-
age. This can be due to a myriad of 
reasons such as low birth weight, poor 
nutrition, growth failure, lack of consis-
tent human contact, and little language 
exposure and interaction with caregiv-
ers (i.e., lack of adequate stimulation). 
In addition, internationally adopted 
children have an increase in hearing 
loss most likely due to chronic otitis 
media. Thus, hearing should be assessed 
as soon as possible. 

How fast should children be expected 
to acquire the English language after 
they have been brought home?

When a child is adopted, they transi-
tion from their birth language to their 
adopted language. As this happens, 
development of their birth language 
is arrested and ceases to develop, and 
then attrition of the birth language 
follows as they begin to learn their 
new adoptive language. Interestingly, 
internationally adopted children follow 
the same English language development 
sequences as children raised exclusively 
in English speaking cultures. English 

language learning begins soon after 
the child is brought into their English 
speaking homes and progresses rapidly. 
If the child is not making rapid gains in 
vocabulary within the first few months, 
the child is likely to be language 
delayed and will need services. Children 
adopted at older ages tend to acquire 
English words more rapidly than chil-
dren adopted at younger ages. It could 
be that an older child is developmen-
tally more ready to acquire new words. 
However, the older a child is at the time 
of adoption, the longer it takes him or 
her to “catch up” with his or her peers.3 
It is important to note that the majority 
of internationally adopted children who 
received orphanage care prior to adop-
tion make rapid gains in English and do 
well by preschool age.3 

In general, studies have found that 
the majority of internationally adopted 
children perform well within or above 
the average range of performance after 
being in the country for one year.3 Chil-
dren who are still delayed after one year 
will most likely need speech therapy 
services to address language concerns.
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1Mason, P. & Narad, C. (2005) 

International adoption: A health and 
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in Speech and Language; Internationally 
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Seminars in Speech and Language; Interna-
tionally Adopted Children: Guidelines for 
Speech and Language, 26, 10–21.

3Pollock, K. Early language growth in 
children adopted from China: prelimi-
nary normative data. Seminars in Speech 
and Language; Internationally Adopted 
Children: Guidelines for Speech and Lan-
guage, 26, 22–32.

Resources:
Language Development in Inter-

nationally Adopted Children: pages.
towson.edu/sglennen/index.htm.

Seminars in Speech and Language; 
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number 1, February 2005, Thieme, New 
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The department benefited from a number of faculty and 
student accomplishments during the 2006–2007 academic 
year. We also experienced deep sadness with the passing of 
our long time colleague, Marcel “Mike” Wingate. Those of us 
who had the pleasure of working with Mike know that he was 
as animated speaking about his children and grandchildren 
as he was debating controversies surrounding stuttering. We 
have reprinted Mike’s obituary, written by Robert Potter, former 
department chair and professor emeritus, in “Passages” in this 
issue of Wavelength. 

Also elaborated in various columns of this issue of Wave-
length are the many achievements of our faculty, students, 
and alumni. Our faculty earned several grants, and our stu-
dents—both undergraduate and graduate—presented findings of 
their research with faculty mentors at several local and national 
conferences. Our clinical programs for children with hearing 
impairments and their families (i.e., HOPE School in Spokane 
and OLE! in Pullman) continued to grow and earn kudos for 
innovative and effective programming. The Faculty Senate 
approved our proposal to expand our cooperative EWU/WSU 
(UPCD) graduate program to include an undergraduate program 
to be offered on the WSU Spokane Riverpoint campus. We plan 
to launch the cooperative undergraduate program in fall 2008. 
As I mentioned in my last chair’s message, this program will be 
offered in addition to our undergraduate program in Pullman. 
While the curricula of the two undergraduate programs will 
align rather closely, there are a few notable differences. Students 
enrolled in the Pullman program will continue to enjoy the 
outstanding clinical practice opportunities that distinguish our 
program from most others across the country. Students enrolled 
in our Spokane undergraduate program will take advantage of 
rotating electives and an undergraduate neurogenics course. 

The faculty is formulating 
an ambitious five-year plan 
(2007–2012) that builds upon the 
accomplishments noted above 
and maximizes faculty synergies 
across the Pullman and Spo-
kane campuses. Included in this 
plan is a proposal for an online 
undergraduate major in speech 
and hearing sciences. Under 
discussion are plans to develop a 
center of excellence in the area 
of motor speech disorders and 
a multidisciplinary center for 
education and research in clinical 
service delivery to children with hearing impairment, inclusive 
of cultural perspectives. Hopefully, I will have more to report on 
these fronts next year.

As always, I close my message by expressing my apprecia-
tion to alumni and other friends who play such a major role in 
the future of our department. Your ongoing support and your 
investment in our students and our programs are vital to our 
continued excellence. Your generous gifts are pivotal to realizing 
our goal to provide the best undergraduate and graduate educa-
tion by the best faculty.

Thank you as well for your overwhelmingly positive response 
to Wavelength. We would like to include your news in our next 
issue, so please give me a call at 509-335-4526 or e-mail me at 
chermak@wsu.edu.  

Gail D. Chermak

Message from the Chair


